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It Maml ;lul ot excilement
in Piperville for somt- t.lllB. Nobody
knew what it was
it was one thing, dﬂae:ra gougzlt it
might be something else; but everybody

that it was tather startling to
behold on a dark night | A bay nmmned
Tom Jackson, who had déen pul out
of singing school ong, ewening, fox
making a disturbanee,.
discover it; and it
bair “ stood on end " en he rusired
back into the school-house and shouted
to everybody to come ouktA few
moments later all Piperville stood out-
doot 10 the dnrkness and-wind, looking |
at ig—the bright image of a mas in the
sky, biolding & 1ong sword raiged above
its head inghe right , aud some-
thing that ered bl hllt: in
the laft b it upﬂaugl to 8-
eending straight up then it paused
awhile, and afterward moved off across
the river, where it remained stationary
some minutes, Nexi it edme down
slowly and hesitatingly, until it seemed
almost to touch the top of one of the
tall pines on the opposite side of the
river, Then suddenly it went up, up,
higher and higher, and vanished.

Not even the schoolmaster uLlemgﬂed
to explain what it was. - Comets, fall-
ing stars, an eclipse or two, and sever-
al other celestial wonders had been
predicted for the year in the almanao
and newspapers; but nothing like this
mysterious thing had been mentioned.
It made everybedy ‘feel rl. trifle aw(;:y
if not really scaved, an 8 n
hardly anything else was filh.ked“lm

“1 balma it's one of thiose pesky
things (Bt fhere's alwiyd pictures of
in the front of the ulmamc." said a

boy named - Jake Pixley. . “It's gob
loose mehawand is - dyin'round, 1
reckon.” .

“Wal, I guess not souny,” re| llad "
goodnd.nmd old man, Unde S
“ But maybe now ite’ the Angel ﬂnbr{-
el a-huntin’ lorwmbudy Jﬂa..hhu
not that's what "tis.” ° ' g

They were among the orowd gather-
ed gupl the steve’ i the village
grocery store, and Seth Piper stood near
at hand,” )is 1o all that was said,
He was & ropndsfaced, thickset, quiet
kind of & poy, who neyer talked much,
but * always kept up a good deal of

Ahinking,” people said. Any oné
1mtchi him an the present
-acculo:‘nﬂght lﬂ znclb! e witnted
o laugh when Unele Simeon suggested
that the strange dnhenumenon was the
Angel Gabriel. is eyes twinkled and
the

comers of Lis meuth tw‘nmh:ﬂ
little: but he suppressed white i
ble feeling he had and continuéd to
wht!:‘t-le quimy a stick ‘ be held in one
han

«T don't belisve anything like it tm
ever been seen In this 'ere part of th
world before or anywhem else,” wa

the store-

“ Nor { & bronied old
farmeft, who m ﬂt:ung o’ a barrel
and resting his cowhide boots on the
rim of the stove. “ According to my

idee, it's one of those kind of

ithat dou L dum. up- every- d.ly ° |
«] never heared tell of mything Ilke

it afore,” Unéle Simbon said. *
“«If It was the Angel sbnel. per-
haps he was after

™ Seth yen-
tared to su%tumiu{ _a_ y_i{l_sfog

and Tooking
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I was onl

%"""@:“ esrBondh e

amronthe!almd Stﬂllngthew

3#‘ gl o ot of o
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er Dal::'tg;n on I‘?m others, an

then wehit on aa before.s - | breath whie he watched it slowly
Tha sald it all how | descend. If the really was a
people could be, and d judgement on- thuse boys; he
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"l and we can have a clear show

was the fisst to
that big [P0

bnlhupwe:a..

am:l
av he
I.I.lull.l ned (n the B[-riug or theit

;g expreased their sentiments; but

more nboul lb than he did of the man
fn the wooti;” yet, strangely enough, it
turned out in the end that such wus

t. ¢ ) :

“'5{3... thie nkke itwo weelknd mnh{r
ull were on the watch every night for |
Seth [and
Dave,
whom he sus were the guilty
ones, He laid several traps to
detact them, but without success, One
night he had concealed himself among
the trees on_ the island and waited for
them until daylight; another time-he
r&rolaﬂ around the island in a boal;

f they always seemed 10 be aware of

As it happened, Jake and Dave
Pixley ulso were waiting for about
such a night and finally it arrived.
Scarcely a star was visible and the
wind" Llew Jush efigugh to rufile the
[ river Trwaves and make 4 lonesome,
malancholy noise in the pine grove on
the island, Both boys got into their
boat about ten dclogk and pull!d off
into the darkness very +
“They'er all up o mq!?m

on,” said Jake, in alow tone,
“Go slow and keep quiet with your
oar,” s brother w h -
When théy reaché e island, they
drew the. boat up carefully and partly
hid it under some’ Bushes. Then they
crept here and there stealthy and ex-
amined the surroundings before finally
venluﬂ:"m the direction of a long
open shed, where the sheep were hud-
dled together,
¥ Samehow er other, 1 feel kind of

" Jakewhis; “It's mighty
rut Dbusiness,” _
‘ome en and don't be a calf,” Dave

growled,
But beforé either had gune a dozen
further both crouched down sud-
den y and listened,
Just over the gloomy trees ‘at their
len dry limb snapped, and they heard
or & Moment the shadowy out-
lme of & man In the same direction
was in danger also of belog discovered.
But they did not see it and went on,
“Tt beats all,” the man whispered,
keeping his-eyes on them, " how mean
soms people can be. I'll taekle 'em,
though, in a minute, without leave or
license from any one.”
He sat down, pulled off his cowhide
boots, and then began to crawl along
on his hands and knees slowly and
cautiously toward the shed.
In the meanwhile, over in the vil-
lage it had been noticed that the
frightinl image was again hovering in
the sky and every one was becoming
excited. A sleight-of-hand entertain-
ment, which had been astonishing au
audience in the school-house, was just
finished, and as the crowd came out-all
saw the thing at once. This time it
wasd ‘away up high over the river, and
was- maneuvering around at a great
rate, brandishing its sword, swinging
its lantern, and now and then diving
through the darkness, as though fight-

ing the wind.
“Sakes alive! What on earth can it
be':"’ Uncle Bimeon exclaimed, stand-

stmk still with his wife Polly

flngtohlum
' t a heap more gumption
ke to ses™ said the store-

kaeper nefvously. * 1 wish It would
clear out.”

In fact, most everybody felt a little
relleved when It béegan to move toward
the island, iustead of coming nearer,
The slelght-of-hand man, however who
was & stranger and a tall, mysterious
kind of w person, with very long hair,
said, coolly, that he he could
shoot the thing easily enough, if any
one would get him & gun.
There was some hesitation, for thu
ea of shooting at. anything of the
ind séémed ratliér preposteroiis = ab
frst; but, finally, Tom Jackson ran
horde, and ht back a rifle that
belonged - to his . The cian
then loaded it with much deliberation,
in the of th:."t;otlrjd'
crowd, gau the sight ully,
wnlkds:a?a few yards; to calenlate
the distance.

“It's too far off,” he said at len
somewhat perplexed; “but, if th
boat handy and a couple of you mn
row me oul within rangootl.t..l'll
1show yon a thing™ or two about
shooting.

His Lluio and confidence in his
skill induced the schoolmaster and a
stout lad, named Sawyer, to volunteer
their sexrvices, and in the course ef sev-
m'mmmm the crowd stood e
the of the river, Pmtly silent,
istening the oanand

awnikin

“The uanommn.fonh
ever it might be called was now direet-
ly avar the island, Indeed, the man

kmlnt-ho
sbadbt otthem 'L:tm,:t
Mwell be stated, was

farmer) had dlmvuultduhytml
time, and was that he
be anywhere else in the world
then. to his feet mdadr

ing w ¢k, he almost held his

out !mm tho ihﬂ!
and look ap at ‘the
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Lance away l'rom the island, saw him

guess L >,
his movements and either escaped be- | yous™ SaLT Rt
fore he could come near or postponed | In amommﬂwm
their visits till he was out of the way. | ed the sh and the - _
What he was waiting for now, how- sch oub, - _‘ " i
evér, wid 4 good bluslering, dark nlg' “Did you see ; )
with & breezé blowing across the Tiver. | down among the trees up yonder;.a
Then, if they chanced to be oun the is- | fow ‘minutes ago?" th.Tlml:r naid,
land, he meunt to try their courage. ¢o0l

bullet keep clear of it."

were suddenly struck du‘:. 1t wos
and faster, and

struck out for the shore without sty i
or boota, . wﬂﬁy intent on mm
home in

The th m s shért a*

rush ﬁl—muu up amd down the shore,
boy Sawyer declared in some

trepidatin  that he was the thﬁ

itself. with the brightness gone;

the magician said impatiently, “ Bosh!

Nt:nuemm! " and standing up culled

ou

“ Hello there ho areyou?" .

« Hello! " mhu An Teto
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&8, sir-se. I reskon 1 did,"
Tnm.k;hu auswered,

“Come’ along, and show |
wherd it 18" . -

“Wal, 1 Notl
while T.got F“-to rut er way.

It's my cplnlup the mtlou thi
is up there somewheres busted. Yo nﬁ

* The man of magie lau m
tanptuously and walked Lo .the
grove. He believed he knew what it
was, he said, mdhemmtwmifho
had’nt put a hole through it. :

he found ng awong the
limba of the pines perhaps the reader
can easily guess;: but the old farmer
and wmost of the waiting crowd aeross
the river where somewhal taken aback

bright, wierd light. - It was made of
stout, coarse paper, colored black, so
that no m:t could bé visible except
the phosphorescent figure. This had a
COmInon pw-oboam mask stitehed on
for a face, and the arms, sword, and
lantern were also ingeniously fashion-
ed of the same material. The mngl
elan’s bullet had.broken part.of

miin frame of the kite, which made it

ml‘l'{n_roe

ile the store-keeper, Uncle Sim-
®an, and everybody else examined the
contrivance over and over, and ex-
pressed themselves in more ways than
one aboutit, Seth 'Pipér arrived from
somewhere or other, & little out of
breath, and looked on rather anxiously.
The thing was the pet invention of h
mature years and he could hardly re-
sist clalming it; but his bump of dis-
cretion kept bim from doing so. At
any raie, he believed he had succeeded
in giving those who stole hts wool a
good scure.

And he had - The uext day Jake
and Dave Pixley were missing, and
their boal was found bottom-

side-up in the river. ~ A week Jister
L'ncl:%lmm. who was the postmaster,

recievell & crudé Jetter scrawled.
wTupping paper, whict be a
where uld read it TRD a8
followss i
“Unele Sim, it the nngull h

til hangin pround you kan let “him no
me and Dave no

left and
idear of eun!ngm of, in
hast. Jake >
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The Total Holipse.

The topic of genéral interest in
tcientific circles for some days has
been the total eclipse of ‘the sum,
which occurred on the 1Tth inst,
The line of totality, stdrting near the |
const of Afriea, south ofnﬁae
Desert, crosses pt and Persia, md
akiﬂ.ing the southern border. of. the
great central table land, traverses the
whole breadth of Asia, ending near|

Ehnghﬂ Enropean astronomers
ave gone Lo ipped with
every mesans of ogurn godt soi-

ence could suggest, or mechanical
ekill furnish, and the result of their
observations will be awaited with in-
tereaty as they are going to loma
new methods, and hope to ma

uable additions -t our lnq'ledg;. of
the physical condition of the sun.

reaching outward for, hundreds of
thousands of miles, is oecupied by
matter intimately connected with the
solar orb, but concerning whose pre-
cise nature and extent astronomers
are in much doubt. When the ann is
hidden
woon th
into view, presenting w most lmuinh-
ing ngln. All u'onnd the.bhidden or
there F broad, coronal g
irregular in on&lme, sometimes vary-
ing in color, and shooting out in
places iuto great shafts and wings, or
fan-shaped pro_lactmm. ‘Within this
b,

wonderful

close ar ¢ thé, black
disk of the mogn, a

if objécts that men  at(kin’ a

height of hundreds of thousands of
miles may be called lames, -

Here the most marvellous forées
are at work. Thesa rose-red flames
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We know lle
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A
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when they “Saw’ that the hiystefious

thing was a huge kite, having the|two planou. eapecially if no other
representation of a man drawn on 1t mnjm 28 m ¢ woull
with démp phoesphorus, that Atbea good argument in favor

mppenmon L
a real co

If such a wmg
the axis of

toward one of
almost amount to & demonstration.
The planets, ho: Appear sg
close together, !‘ two eoro-

nal wings in rul:ty existed, they
wouldmhl _bleaded into,
g on eir position is such

t wing would = much
foreshortened. i

The present ochg will also give
an o the correotness
of the obunmon made in 1878 by
two - astronomers, Profes-
:g:: th.t;on and Swift, who believed

Lt t ﬁﬁd o) new
revolving.ia ofbits to the sun
than that of Mercury. The eclipse of
1880 failed to o rl’“hlu{u
vation, but i H:L
unfavorable cit The pres:

ent occasion will be much more favor

able for vepesting the obserwation,
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